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_ WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 


168/44 3/46 


Dear Department, 


dember 30th 1946 


We enclose herein a letter which the Ambassador 
has received from the American League for a Free 
Palestine together with a-copy of a letter which the 
League has sent to the Italian Ambassador in Washington. 


As you know, the American League for a Free 
Palestine supports the even more extreme Hebrew Committee 
for National Liberation and they both support terrorism 
in Palestine. | We know it to be your desire that vwe 
Should have no dealings with organisations of this type 
and we are therefore sending no reply whatsoever to this 
-communication. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign ffice, 
London. 


COPY 


AMERICAN LEAGUE FOR A FREE PALESTINE 
2315 Massachusetts Ave., N.W., 
Washington 8, D.C. 


December 23rd, 1946 


The Right Honorable the Lord Inverchapel, P.C., G.C.M.G., 
Ambassador of Great Britain, 
Washington, D.C. 


My dear Mr. Ambassador, 


The American League for a Free Palestine 
and some of its congressional friends have lodged a protest 
with the Italian Government against the detention in Rome 
of several citizens of Palestine after a clearance of all 
implication of crime by the Italian police. A copy of 
pune to the Italian Ambassador in Washington is 
enclosed. 


It is respectfully requested that you 
communicate to your Government the contents of this appeal, 
and that you urge your Government to withdraw its demand 
upon the Italian Government for the continued detention of 
these innocent people. We cannot too greatly emphasize 
the significance of such actions on the part of your 
Government abroad in connection with Anglo-American friendship. 
Such violations of basic civil liberty place a strain upon 
the feeling of mutual trust and confidence which should 
ib hoes aN a two nations with the same great traditions 
of freedom. 


It is our earnest hope that your Government 
will at once recognize the untenability of its position 
in this matter and take the necessary steps to rectify a 
great injustice. 


Sincerely yours, 


Signed) Fowler V. Harper 
Vice Chairman 


ie 
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December 23rd, 1946 


His Excellency, 
The Italian Ambassador to the United States, 
Washington, D.C. 


Excellency? 


The American League for a Free Palestine, 
which supports the Hebrew Committee of National Liberation 
in the campaign for a Palestine free of British rule, 
contends that the current British pressure on the Ttaltan 
police to arrest Palestinian citizens residing in or 
passing through Italy is a flagrant abuse of the purpose 
for which Allied military forces are present there. 


British authorities are in Italy today solely 
by virtue of an Allied war-time decision to conduct 
military operations in Italy against the enemy. Inter- 
ference with local police functions cannot be considered 
otherwise than as a wholly unjustifiable encroachment upon 
Italian sovereignty and a complete distortion of the role 
prescribed for Allied occupation forces in Italy. 


The facts in the case are as follows: 


eee 


1. On November 4, eee Premier de Gasper 


was informed in a letter from the Irgum Zwai Laumi, Palestine 
underground movement, that it had causéd‘the October 31 
bombing of the British Embassy in Rome in retaliation 
against the British Empire. The letter pointed out that 
Italy "has been transformed by the British into a base of 
their operations against the Hebrew people", 


2. At the instigation of British occupation 
authorities in Rome, the Italian political police began 
arresting Palestinian citizens and displaced Hebrews who 
happened to be in Rome, These men were held under no 
specific charges. An attempt was made to implicate them 
in the bombing of the British Embassy and all possible Boe Buna ye ete 
connections between the detained men and the incident were ea LSA : ee 
investigated by the Italian police, but no connection was 2 eke ae 
established. However, after these men had been cleared 
of any complicity in the bombing, they were not freed, 
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despite the fact that the pretext for their original 
arrest no longer obtained. These men were continued 
in detention owing to British pressure, prompted by 
Britain's desire to further the present British regime 


in Palestine. 


3. A Reuters dispatch from London on November 5 
announced that Chaim Wimber, Pinkus Widman and Schaak 
were being detained by the Rome police as suspects in 
the Embassy bombing. On November 27, Professor Johan J. 
Smertenko, vice-president of the American League for a 
Free Palestine, told a press conference in Rome that 
the Italian police were holding Leo Bonnino, Israel 
Epstein, Daitel Debursio, Dov Gurwitz, Israel Wechter 
and Hayyim Lazar, all Hebrew nationals. On December 8, 
Professor Smertenko announced that five of eight 
Palestinians still held in prison had been released 
for total lack of evidence against them. 
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4, On December 18, Professor Smertenko cabled 
from Rome to his New York headquarters that instead 
of releasing the remaining prisoners, the Police were 
continuing arrests.. The latest victim was Krivoshein, 
correspondent for the TEL AVIV daily newspaper Hamashkif. 
Despite the acknowledgment by the Commissioner of 
Political Police Bottino that four weeks' investigation 
had cleared Israel Epstein of any connection with the 
pombing, he was still imprisoned on the insistence of 


British officials. 


5. A cable received by the American League in New 
York on December 20 declared that the Rome police had 
exonerated Epstein and recommended his release. This 
action had the approval of the American authorities in 
Rome also. British officials, however, requested a 
delay while arrangements could be made for Epstein's 


deportation to Palestine, which, in effect, means 
deportation to British concentration camps in Eritrea. 
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6, At last report (December 20) Krivoshein and several 


other innocent men were being kept in prison, faced with od 
the same threat of deportation to East African concentra- Go 
ee 


tion camps. It is well-known that in these unsanitary 


camps under the fierce heat of the tropical sun hundreds 
of Palestinians incarcerated by the British have had 
their health undermined and several have died or been 


killed there. 


7, <All of the above is part of a concentrated 
British effort to prevent activities in Italy assisting 
the repatriation of Hebrews to Palestine. Italian 
ports - like most European ports - have been and are 
points of assembly and departure for Hebrew displaced 
persons, and it is for Italian authorities to insure that 
Italian law and order is observed, which they are doing 
in a strict and efficient manner. British occupational 
authorities, however, in contradiction to the terms of 
their presence in Italy, have constantly used their 
power to prevent these activities, a typical case being 
that of the arrest of some 1200 Hebrews and their 
forced detention on the ship "Feda" in the Harbor of 


La Spezia. 


8, In view of all the above, it is respectfully 
submitted that the actions of the British authorities in 
Italy are in complete violation of the terms of the 
armistice as well as of the spirit and purpose of the 
United Nations. These actions constitute both an 
infringement on the basic rights of the Italian people 
and a denial of elementary rights and civil liberties 
which are the cornerstone of a democratic society. 
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We respectfully appeal to the Italian Government 
to secure the immediate release of the detained 
Palestinians and to resist further usurpation of 


authority by the British in Italy. 


On behalf of the American League for a Free 
Palestine, 


(Signed) G.M. Gillette 
President 


Fowler Harper 
Arthur Capper 
A.J. Sabath, M.C. Vice Chairman 
William S. Bennet 
Hugh D. Scott 
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BRITISH) EMBASSY, 


E | 1 Boe" SHINGTON 8, D. C. 


| 1jth February 1947 


Refs 20 2/4 cE FER : 
Dear Department, 


The American League for a Free Palestine 
has just held a two-day conference in New York. 


In its final resolution the League called 
for the dissolution of the Jewish Agency, accusing 
it of repeated attempts to promote appeasement 
collaboration with the British. The Agency had, it 
said, been persistently trying to diseredit Jewish 
fighters for liberation in Palestine by labelling 
them terrorists and gangsters. With the establish- 
ment of a provisional government, the Agency would 


no longer be needed. 


The League also endorsed the Palestine 
Resistance Movement and said that the Irgun Zvai 
Leumi merited the support of all Americans. This 
support the League itself promised to give in every 
way compatible with the laws of the United States. 
Various speakers attacked "British proposals for 
partition in Palestine", which the delegates 
considered would merely create a ghetto in the 
area determined by the law to be a homeland for 
the Hebrew Nation. The conference called for an 
international investigation of British treatment 
of Jewish prisoners of war and of "war crimes 
committed by British Forces in Palestine". 
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One rather surprising incident, according 
to the press, was the defeat by Smertanko, who is 
a Vice-Chairman of the League and was recently 
deported from England, of a proposal to supply 


/weapons 


Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office, 
London, s Ws L ® 


weapons for the terrorists and to institute an 
immediate boycott of British goods. 


The League adopted a budget of 74 million 
dollars for 1947. Of this amount one million 
dollars was for operating expenses, 14 million 
dollars for the establishment of the Palestine 
Provisional Government, and 5 million dollars for 
repatriation and relief. Last year's budget, 
according to the press, amounted to only 742,000 


dollars. 
Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 
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FORWARDED WITH THE 
COMPLIMENTS OF THE BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL 


AT PHILADELPHIA 


Enclosure - Copy Philadelphia letter 
No. 38 (5.P.10.2) of 1st March, — 
1947. 


. BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
PHILADELPHIA 7 
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March 1, 1947. 


Dear Bromley, 


I send you herewith a sopy of the souvenir 
programme of Ben Heoht's "A Fleg is Born" » Whioh recently 
eoncluded 2 successful ran in Philadelphia ander the 
sponsorship of the American League for a Free Palestine. 
I also enclose an appeal for contributions to the funis 
of this organisation, and a "Nessage from Ben Hecht”, 
Phese leaflets were distributed at each performance, 


The American League for a Free Palestine make 
no bones about the fect that ite aime include suppert of 
Jewish terrorists in Palestine, and the "repatriation" 
of Baropean Jews to thet country "with or without Britian 
consent". Hote the statement on page 4 of the programme 
that Heoht's Repatriation Supervisory Board publicly 
raises funds in the United States to move refugees to 
Palestine by the underground railroad, and the report of 
the work of this Comaittee on pp. 22 and 23, It is 
odd that, even at this stage, the League should be able 
to assure prospective supporters that by a ruling of the 
U.S. Treasury, contributions © this organisation are tax 
exempt. It is also interesting to observe shat the 
list of Jews evacuated by the Repatriation Committee to 
pointe on the Kediter , coast (p.235 of the programme) 
has been viedd in the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
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NOO NOT 


Palestine has been mueh in the news here ial 


Tt. B. Bromisy, Esqe, 
British Embassy, 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 


ce 


a 
Bids 


the past month. The American League for a Free 
Palestine hag had another half-page advertisement in the 
Local press, scousing us of preparing “another programme 
of terror against the Jews in Palestine, in order to 
secure our hold on Colonial slavery". The Gonsulate 

was picketed again for an hour a few days ago, I have no 
doubt at the instigation of the American League. An 
Associated Press wirephote of a naval boarding party using 
truncheons to quell disorder on one of the ships runaing 
illegal immigrants to Palestine was front-paged in the 
Philadelphia Inquirer, and -- possibly because the ledy's 
usual place of residence is Lancaster, Pennsylvania, which 
gave the story som loqal interest -- Mra, Helen Friea- 
men's visit to the Embessy and subsequent flight to 
Jerusalem to see her brother, Dov Gruner, wre fairly pro- 
minently reported in the Philadelphia press, 


the Third Annual Conference of the (anti-Zionist) 
American Couneoll for Judaiam wae held in Philadelphia on 
February 1Zth and 13th, and was attended by approximately 
200 delegates from 22 States and the District of Columbia. 


in his opening message, Lessing Rosenwald, the 
President, said that the objective of the Council remained 
what it always had been - to open the doors of the world, 
not just of one country, to the displeced Jews of Europe. 
He felt that the problem of Palestine was one for the 
United Nations and the concern of all mations, and censured 
both Arabs and Jews for their rejection of the proposals 
submitted by His Majesty's Government. fhe Zicnist 
refusal was, he added, the final triumph of Zioniem over 
bumanitarianien. Mr. Earl Harrison, who is the Chair- 
mean of the Citizens' Committee on Displaced Persons and 
who will be remembered as the author of the Harrison 
Report, told the Conference that the present quota laws 
prevent this oountry from doing its fair share in solving 
the problems of Europe's displaced persons. His Committee 
was, he said, drafting legislation to admit up to 400,000 
Gisplaced persons to the United States over a four-year 
period. Their admittance would in no way sggravate 
economic, housing or employment problems and would, he 
believed, be a practical means of preserving peace in 
Europe and international goodwill. Harrison speaks 
with som authority on questions relating to immigration, 
Since he was, a8 you why remember, at one time Commissioner 
of the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
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Carleton Beals, the well-known American author, 
aise addressed the Conference, He expressed the belief 
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that Zienists would project themselves into a self- 
imposed ghetto if they sought to dominate Palestine. He 
oriticized Jewish nationalists who continued to play an 
American role while sapporting outelde territorial in- 
teresta, and predicted that support of a Jewish State by 
American Jews would bring resentment in this country. 


_ Beals went on to say that he thought it would 
be a calamity if the United States were to accept joint 
contrel of Palestine, as so much Jewish propaganda had 
demanded. "We could not do it", he said, “without 
liming up definitely in a bloc against the Soviet Union, 
and thus undermining what hope there is for the United 
Nations organization on more universal principles ..... 
The United States cannot afford to forfeit the goodwill 


of the Arabs", 


The Conference passed eae resolution demanding 
that in the interests of world peace, the United States 
should take immediate steps to bring the Palestine problem 
before the United Nations. 


Lessing Rosenwald was re-elected President of 
the Council. Other Philadelphiana on the new Board are 
Rabbi We He Fineshriber, who was re-elected Vice-President; 


D. Hays Solis-Cohen, re-elected treasurer, and Morris Wolf, 
secretary. 


fhe announcement that the London talks had 
failed to provide a solution and that the whole question 
would ve submitted to the United Nations produced a sharply 
worded editorial in the Philadelphia Inquirer, which saw 
this decision ae a “belated adimisgion o e abject fail- 
ure which Britain has made of its mandate for the Holy 
Land and of ite shameful betrayal of hundreds of thousands 
of pitiful displaced persone who have prayed for refuge 
in a real homeland”. 


Mr. Bevin's statement in the House on the 25th 
February about the effeot of the President's message 
on the discussions which were proceeding in London last 
October and the White House rejoinder were of course front 
page news. The Inquirer said editorially that the 
Foreizn GSeoretary'’s 8 sent was "another case of buek- 
passing”, but other press comment seemed to point to 4 
willingness to admit, albeit reluotantly, that the timing 
of Mr. Truman's message was not calculated to improve 
chances of succese in London. However, as far as the 
general public ie concerned, the flurry of interest 


oceasioned by this exchange seems to have died down and 
any 
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fears that it might impair Anglo-American unity at Moscow 
were set et rest by the Foreign Secretary's assurance 
given to the House on the 27th Februsry that he would not 
sallow the cordial and friendly relations with the United 
States to be disturbed. 


The local representatives of the Ameriean League 
for @ Free Falestine have also had something to say about 
the decision to refer the Palestine question to the United 
Nations. Emanuel Beloff and Joseph Sharfsin, the Co- 
Chairmen of the Pennsylvania Executive Board of the League, 
have written me that they are not impressed by Mr. Bevin's 
announcement; that they question the sincerity of it, and 
regard it as "merely another ruse to hoodwink ali those 
interested in & just and democratic solution to the Pales- 
tine problem." They have asked me to convey to the 
appropriate quarter their “severe condemnation of the 
policy of terror practised against the Hebrew people of 
Palestine", and go on to threaten that the American League 
will oppose H.M.G.'s poliey there with every means at ite 
disposal unless British troops are withdrawn immediately 
and the ports of Palestine re-opened forthwith to “Hebrew 
repatriation", T have not acknowledged this letter. 


Sharfsin has also issued a statement to the 
press, in which he alieges that in Peoember, 1945, @x- 
Senator Gillette and five other Americans (of whom 
Sherfsin himself was one) had a lengthy interview with 
Wr. Bevin at the Foreign Office. When the meeting ended, 
Gharfsin's statement continues, the Foreign Secretary 
gave his word of honour that he would agree to and immed- 
jately provide authority for moving 100,000 Jews in the 
internment camps to Palestine if the Anglo-American 
Comuissionbrought in @ unanimous recommendation that this 
be done. Sharfsin complains that although such action 
was recommended by the Commission, "Mr. Bevin has never 
explained or attempted to justify this violation of his 


pledged word". 


As an indication of the interest being taken 
in this question, the University of Pennsylvanie, Temple 
University (Philadelphia), and the United Nations Council 
of Philadelphia are all planning open forums on Palestine, 
and have asked me to arrange for someone to put the 
British case,” Which owing to the reeently imposed “black- 
out", I have been unable to do. I have also had to 
decline invitations to sddress three men’s elubs on this 


topic for the same reason. 
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» Foreign Office, 


Registry 
No. B 2227/227/31 


/ 


OUT FILE 
Secret. FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 
| | March, 1947. 


Chancery, Dear Chancery, 
Washington picase: eres to Philadelphia letter 
No. 38 from McC 1 elland to Bromley, 
of the ist March, on the subject of Zionist 
activity. 

In the last paragraph on page of that 
letter reference is made toa "recently 
imposed blackout", apparently on the public 
presentation by British officials of the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


British point of view of Palestine. 

We had not previously heard of any such 
blackout, and our first reaction to the news 
is that it seems to be an unfortunate 
development at a time when the other interested | 


parties must be intensifying their propaganda 
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ith a view to creating a favourable 
atmosphere, from their point of view, when 


‘the Palestine problem is discussed by the General § 
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Assembly ef the United Nations. In this 
Situation it seems to be more than ever necessary 
that misrepresentations of British policy should | 
be answered as effectively as possible. 

| We do not know, however, exactly what the 
scope of this "blackout" is, nor the arguments | 
in favour of imposing it. May we have this 
information as soon as possible? 

Yours ever, | 


BASTERN DEPARTMENT 


OUT FILE —_ 2) 


FOREIGN OFFICE, S.W.1. 


(EB 2227/227/31) | 31st March, 1947. 


SECRET 


Dear Chancery, 


_, Please refer to Philadelphia letter No. 38 
from McClelland to Bromley, of the ist March, 
on the subject of Zionist activity. 


| In the last paragraph on page 4 of that 
letter reference is made to a "recently imposed 
blackout", apparently on the public presentation 
by British officials of the British point of . 
view of Palestine. ; | 


We had not previously heard of any such 
blackout, and our first reaction to the news 
is that it seems to be an unfortunate development 
at a time when the other interested parties 
must be intensifying their propaganda with a 
view to creating a favourable atmosphere, from 
their point of view, when the Palestine problem 
is discussed by the General Assembly of the United 
Nations. In this situation it seems to be more 
than ever necessary that misrepresentations of 
British policy should be answered as effectively 

as possible. 7 - : 
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We do not know, however, exactly what. the 
scope of this “blacxout" is, nor the arguments 
in favour of imposing it. May we have this 
information as soon as possible? 


Yours ever, 
Eastern Department. 
fhe Chancery, 


British Embassy, 
Was hingt One 


Fr ctenl calnelnate nee ed tales ge eee 
i 


wa 
E3484 ate 
ad APR! 


| Rey \ saith Qaineon Kopel f 


TELEGRAM FROM Rikw a p. cl S957 | : 


wily Atul deurlen MME A fi 
| Who “An Pld et lth key ee ag 
2060, TAKA OMIAK Ke Ar yigert t: ele hr 


= ted oleic ay LIOR OA Z > ie 


Kae: A apierls ne, vA 
Ne Penh hog ry bn fh meres et hy fle 


Received 
in Registry 


Last Paper. | (Minutes. ) 


<2 ee ee (ee Th dept wrag/nt i 
References. | 


Ren ENE OPT 


(Print.) | ad - 


(How disposed of.) 


NOOWOT ‘391440 040934 21 78M 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


(Action 
completed.) 


oy 


at 
: , ¢ 
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Lord Inverohapel : i = | 


24th April 1947. R. 12,20 asm. 25th April 194, 


hae revere, >> /U \ 


Your telegram No. 3981. Assistance in United 
States for extremist Zionist activities. 


‘The only reoent advertisenent by the American League 
for a free Palestine which we have seen (in "P.M." about 

a week ago), Was entitled. "Build Dov Gruner’s Memorial". 
It announced a seven and a half million doller drive fer 
the provision of ships to carry illegal immigrants, for 
medical aid and relief supplies for "underground fighters" 
and for support for a provisional Hebrew Government, 
There was no mention in it. of guns ner of the allocation 
ef specific shipaents for specific purposes. We have 
not as yet seen aruanents mentioned elsewhere. 


2. We are making further investigations here and 
in New York to see whether armaments have been mentioned 
in any other advertisenents or in speeches by members 
of the erganisation. | 


3. The United Zionists-Revisionists have appealed 
to Amsrican youth to join the underground. 
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| INDEXED 
U. S. Zionists INDEXE 


denounce 


UNO. 


From Our Own Correspondent 


.NEW YORK, Wednesday. 


UNo S Special Assembly ‘was 
denounced as a “futile "| 
‘waste of time today by the Pan-: 
American League for a ‘Free 
Palestine in a full-page adver- 
tisement calling for subscriptions 
to swell the 7,500,000 dollar fund 
to ship Jews into Palestine and 

aid underground resistance. :: 

|}, One paragraph was headed : : 

| “In Flushing they talk. . 
|. “In Palestine they fight. es 
| :The advertisément said: “While 
Biitish diplomacy is wasting the 
| United Nations Assembly the 
{chance for Hebrew victory in- 
‘Greases in the field. ~While the 

lomats talk, thousands of' 

\ fe rews in European camps are | 
| preparing their. march to the sea— ‘ 
the-beginning of the second.exodus. 
| With enough ships.they will batter 
| the British blockade. 

“It takes 250 dollars (£62) to 
move a Hebrew from Europe to 
' Palestine. 

“ Britain may be able to duck a 
UNO decision, but she cannot Stop | 
a Hebrew nation in motion.” 

Subscriptions ‘are exempt from 
tax by a ruling of the U.S, Treasury. 
it 3 is pointed out. 
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Unhelpful 


One of the paradoxes of Mr. Henry |, 
Wallace’s character. is that while he 
gushes (in England). about the British : 
he permits the paper of which.-he is |: 
editor. to - publish. (in. America) ; 
appeals for funds - to: support an |: 
armed revolt. against - ‘British |: 
autherity. Thus the “ New Republic my 
of March 24 has a. page. ‘advertisement 
of the “Palestine. ‘Resistance “Com- 
mittee” asking for funds for the 
Jewish terrorists in Palestine : 

Your dollars can. help a_ relentless 

fighting force—built of the same hardy 

_stuff_and filled with the same inspiration 

as those freedom-loving “ rebels ” of 

1776—march on to liberation, .. . The 

Underground Fighters need bandages, 

penicillin, surgical instruments, under- 

ground. hospitals. Money is needed by | 
the families of fighters, fighters who are| 
actively resisting, fighters who are .in 
prison, in concentration camps, in exile. | 
The issue of April 7 has a page|} 
advertisement from another body, |° 
the “Political Action Committee for |; 
Palestine, Inc.,’ which propounds a 
remarkable scheme — for _ illegal 
immigration to beat “ Nelson’s Heirs ” 
and “Mr. Adolf ‘Bevin. ” It is to 
transport Jews from Germany to|; 
Palestine by ’plane. The American | ; 
Government is asked to let the com- 
mittee have (on Lend-Lease) DC4| ; 
‘transport ’planes for which the com-j | 
mittee undertakes to provide navi-| ; 
gating. personnel. | 
; ’Planes carrying women and children will 
be directed tp secretly designated make- }; 
‘shift landing fields in Palestine. *Planes | 


earrying able-bodied men will be 
unloaded by parachute. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


— Pr rnreererrerer sere ner ee 
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As the scheme demands a’ cayNtal of : 
$10,000,000 it is hardly likely to do 
anything except. mislead some of the | 
‘miserable Jewish exiles (not in com- I 
fortable New York) who look towards | 
Palestine. But however strongly we 
‘may criticise the policy of the British | 
‘Government in Palestine we cannot 
forget that*there is such a thing as | 1 
American. responsibility also. What | | 
one. -wonders, has been the contribu- I 
| tion of Mr. ‘Wallace to the solution of / | 
ithe Palestine: problem ? ? Does he want | ‘ 
a United Nations solution, or does he | 
| accept. the. argument of, the terrorists | 
| that the bomb and the murderer must | | 
| prevail ?: Here. ig an opportunity. for |. | 
lconstructive thought by American | 
Liverals, if they ‘really wish to}; 
contribute to peace. 
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Parliamentary Question 
= so tamentary Question 


territories directly and: 
to British jurisdiction. 


NOT FOR CRAL ANSWER 


See £3377 IG avdoctm. 


We did, in fact, take note of a Press 
report yesterday on the lines indicated by 
Major Bruce, and a telegram has been sent 
to Washington instructing the Embassy to 


take the matter up with the tate Department, 
An a Le 
I attach a draft reply. 4. Com 


', 
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DRAFT REPLY 
TO: 
MAJOR BRUCE 


hy 57. 


MONDAY, 28th APRIL RAR S 
Yes, Sir. mMyfattention has been drawn to 
Press reports regarding this new drive to hice 
rFevvovnm and be 
do. funds ror Jewishliliegal immigramt~ into Palestine, 
s m Communicahion upc on le 
andjHis Majesty mbassador at Washington heebeen 
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PALESTINE : (AMERICAN 
LEAGUE ACTIVITIES) 


Major Bruce asked the Secretary ot 
State for Foreign Affairs whether his 
attention has been drawn to the activities 
of the American League for a Free 
Palestine at a meeting of which, on 2and 
April, a drive was commenced for the 
raising of nearly £2,000,000 for the pur- 
pose of buying and equipping ships to run 
illegal immigrants through the British 
blockade into Palestine; and. what repre- 


sentations. he proposes to make, either 


direct or through U.N.O., to the U.S. 
Government with a view to ascertaining 
its’ ,attitude to the conduct of activities 
witfn‘its territories directly and explicitly 
aimed at breaking British law within an 
area subject to British jurisdiction. 

Mr. Mayhew: Yes, Sir. My right hon. 
Friend’s attention has been drawn to 
Press reports regarding this new drive to 
obtain funds for Jewish terrorism and 
illegal immigration into Palestine, and he 
is in communication with His Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Washington on the 


subject. 
yas were 
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No, 4,725. 
l2th May, 1927, 


D: 9.10 pom. 12th May, 1947. 
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| lily despatch No, WoL, lof Misy 7th: American aid 
for illegal immigration, ] 


Parliamentary question down for May 19th asks 
whether I have yet received any indication from you 
as to the attitude of the United States Government 
towards the activities of the American League for a 
Free Palestine, 


Please report urgently whether you have anything 
to add to your telegrams Nos, 2,99/ tof April 22nd] 
and 2,460 ,of April 2th, ] 
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North American Department, 
Foreign Office, | 


LONDON, S.W.1 


24th April, 1947 


FORWARDED WITH THE 
COMPLIMENTS OF THE BRITISH CONSUL GENERAL 


AT PHILADELPHIA 


Enclosure - Copy of letter No. 91 
(5.P.10.2) to T. E. Bromley, Esqe; 
British Embassy, Washington, of 
24th April, re Palestine, 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
PHILADELPHIA 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL 
PHILADELPHIA 


- - he PRiladelphis Seving Fund Society Suilicing, 
in which we have our offices, was picketed fer an hour by 
the dserican gue for e Free Palestine on the 17th april 
as a protest against the execution of Dory Gruner and the 
other three terrorists whe were henged with hia in Palos~ 
tine on the preceding day. | 


The pickets carried pleearcs appeseiin 
the general public te “help the Palestine resistence", 
end aecusing H.M.G. of hanging “Hebrew patriots", and 
of keeping 100,000 victime of Hitler in concentration 
Camps . : 

Gn the llth April, we received an anonymous 
telephone call werning ua that se offices would ba 
bombed et noon the following day. In accordance with a 

evious arrangenent, we passed this message on to the 
ing Manager, who in turn communiceted with the local 
police authorities. As a result, we had a uniformed 
policeman sitting in our general office until the 22nd 
Spril when, as nothing hed happened, he was withdrew. — 


She Philedeiphie press of the iast two days 
hag carried advertisements inserted by the American Zionist 
Reergency Council of Hew York, and by the American League 
for a Prec Palestine, Philadeiphie. 1 think it more than 
likely thet ths 4.Z.E.C. advertisement appeared in the 
Net York press, and that you will in due course receive 
it from Evens, and accordingly ¢o not send you a copy. 


eee /tne American 
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The <merican League for a Free Pselestine 
takes about ae querter of a pege in this 
ad. eT SEE tep the rde “You can do it*, 
the advertisement continues, "“Hebrens sre fighting for 
freedom ~- give them a fighting chance, The chips are : 
down. Protest NOW or say yes to more Dov Cruners hanging. | Lag Sees 
from British gallows in Palestine". Ee Sc . 


Nrs. Osvis li. Levy, the Chairman of the . eee a - 
Netional Vomen‘'s Division of the United Jewish Appeal, who Bo ea Sec. 
hes recently returned from e visit to Palestine and Burope, ate Pea 
told a meet of this Organization here last night that the 
majority of Jews in Europe want to go to Belestine, but 
realise thet factors beyond their comtrel might force them 
to settie for less. She wemt on to say that the hopes of 
the one and a hal? million Jewish D.F.'s in Europe 
leoked for cba ro 4 in Falestine, the United Stetes, or 
some other hospitable land, were growing din. Jewish 


er , ; ¥ 


t 


survivors in Europa, she dedagg! oie that nigretion to 


any destination - Palestine, United States, or any 
other land - was going to take s long time for many of 
them. She appealed for the fullest support of the Allied ; 
Jewish éppeal Campaign for the relief, rehabilitation, end~ 
resettlement of Jewish b.P.'s in Burope. 


The AeleFe?. if arranging a memorial protest 
rally to be held here on Gunday, 27th épr4l, at which Ers. 
Helen Friedmen, Dov Gruner's sister, and Peter H. Bergson 
will speak. 
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HOO NOT 


& Dov Gruner Memorial Citizens Cenmmittee | OMe Ars Se 
has been formed, with Judge Eugene C. Bonniwell (see my No. ae eee” = 
300 ef ist November, 1946), and one Meyer Abrams as Coe aes a 
Cha me if time permits, I shall let you have a report 
on the rally before leaving for Washington next Wonday. 


The Netioneal Citizens Committee on Displaced 
Persons, of which ir. Earl G. Harrison is the Chairman, 
continues to hold meetings urging the admission of a fair 
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FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Lord Inverchapel. D. 2.55 pom. 14th May, 1947. 


No, =, 
14th May, 1947. R, 9.02 p.m. 14th May, 1947. 
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Your telegram No. 4725; American League for 
a Free Palestine, 


We have again asked State Department for an 
oar y reply. They say that matter is still being 
considered by their legal experts and will then 
have to BO to Acheson but have promised to act 
as quickly as possible, I fear that we shall 
not get an answer before May 19th, 


2. We have still seen no reference to the 
provision of armaments in any advertisements or 
statements issued by extreme Zionist organisations. 
The only additional information (see enclosure to 
my despatch No, 1144 ef 9th May) is that of the 
seven and a half million dollars which the American 
League for a Free Palestine hepe te collect, 

40 per cent is te be devoted te ships, 40 per cent 
te medicines, relief and other legal aid to the 
terrorists, and 20 per cent te the establishment 
ef a previsienal Hebrew Gevernment. 
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@ = a . Parliamentary Question 
yo 23 ikl 


Or ge | for Foreign Affairs. w has yet: 
3% 389. Mejor Bruce,—TO ask the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether he | 
s received any indication from His Majesty’s Ambassador in Washington as to: the 
dag attitude of the U.S. Government towards the activities of the American League for-a | 


Free Palestine. 


- ‘ . 


ca aC 19 MAY 1947 


+, 


be : ~ | This question follows up an earlier 
| Peo 19 MAY 1947 [ uestion put by Major Bruce on 28th Aprkl 
{ | a (ace question and answer in E 3745 - Flag c). 
RPL Y ae ior, Bees» | 7 
“ayn DO Aree rene ae nto veg We have made repeated representations 
to the State Department about the activities 
both of the American League for a Free 
Palestine and other American pro-Zionist 
bodies. We have had no proper reply to 
these representations, though Mr. Acheson 
agreed on 22nd April that H.M.G. was entitled 
to a reasoned reply (EB 3377/G - Flag D). 


The latest position is set out in 
telegram No. 2856 from Washington of lyth 
May ¢ BE 404, - Flag E) namely that the 
matter is still being considered by the 
State Department's legal experts, but that 
the State Department has promised to act 
as quickly as possible. It is possible that 
Supplementary questions will refer to the 
particularly obnoxious advertisement which 
has just appeared in a New York paper, 
containing the text of a letter by Mr. Ben 
Hecht, about which a draft telegram instructing 
the Embassy to protest to the State | 
Department in the strongest possible terms 
is under submission, 
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PALESTINE (AMERICAN 
LEAGUE’S ACTIVITIES) 


2. Major Bruce asked the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he has 
yet received any indication from His 
Majesty’s Ambassador in Washington as 

. to the attitude of the U.S. Government 
; towards the activities of the American 
League for a Free Palestine. 


| 


Mr. Mayhew: My right hon. Friend is 
still awaiting a reply from the State 
Depariment to the repeated representa- 
tions which His Majesty’s Embassy in 
Washington have made to them on’ this 
subject. 


Major Bruce: Is my hon. Friend aware 
that the particular organisation which is 
referred to in the Question has pledged 
Itself to raise £250,000 before 4th July: 
in order to reinforce underground resis-: 
tance against British law in Palestine? 


Mr. Mayhew: Yes, Sir, we are aware of 
the activities and we are following them 
closely. We are making our views very 
plain to the State Department. : 


Mr. Driberg: Can my hon. Friend say) 
whether this League is technically a 
charity and, therefore, subject to certain 
tax remissions, and, if so, does it not fol- 


low that the U.S. Treasury is indirectly 
subsidising the assassination of British sol- 
diers in Palestine? Will he look at that 
aspect of the question? 


Mr. Mayhew: We are aware of certain 
considerations of that kind which we are 
putting to the State Department, but I 
cannot accept all the implications in the 
supplementary question. 
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PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION dem Still awaiting a reply from the 


No. 359 by Major Bruce | State Department to the repeated 


on 19th May, 1947 representations which 4m, Embassy in 


Washington have made to them regerétng 
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tite-activities or tits art other—bedtes. 


Notes for Supplementaries 


il. When is a reply expected? 
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I have been given to:understand that 
a reply will be forthcoming in the near 
future. 

2. What action has been taken about 
the recent Ben Hecht advertisement? 

H.M. Ambassador in Washington has been 
instructed to take this up with the 
State Department in the strongest possible 


terms. 
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With the Compliments of 
Mrs Mary Agnes Hamilton, 


American Information Department. 


August 13th 1947. 


H. Beeley, EsQe, 
Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office. 
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CQNFIDENTIAL | e482 


For the information | | Information Office, 

of British Officials British Embassy, 
Washington, DeCe 
August 6th, 1947, 


Tilegal Jewish Immigration, Theory and Practice 


The following background material for use in conversation on 
the activities of the American League for a Free Palestine in the | 
organization of illegal immigration may be helpful. It is taken from 
a series of articles written by a Daily Mail correspondent during 
July. These articles have struck us as being founded on a solid 
basis of fact and as showing clearly that this organization battens 
on the ignorance and compassion of the charitable, and that fat pro- 
fits accrue to all those who touch the money on its way to the Jews 
of Europe. 


This organization's appeals for funds state that the money is 
intended to convey Jews from Europe to Palestine, A sum of $250 is 
stated to be necessary to move one immigrante Of this sum oO in 
fact goes straight to the Irgun Zvai Leumi - an indirect American 
contribution to sabotage and to the murder of young British soldiers. 


The following general account of the organization of illegal 
immigration goes to show that, of the remaining 7200, much must go 
into the hands of grasping middlemen, No reputable shipseownors will 
look at a racket such as this. Instead, mushroom firms are set up 
by unscrupulous men who fit out small unseaworthy coffin ships, put. 
them in many cases under the flag of a country which is not particular 
about international conventions on safety at sea, and sail them to 
the Mediterranean. On their arrival there, a new crew is put on 
board by the organizers, consisting either of lllegal immicrants or 
of desperadoes who will sail anywhere for moneye The ship-owers 
themselves know that they will not see the ships again and therefore 
demand a high price for their services, They are interested in cash, 
not in immigrants. | 
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In amplification of the above, some Interesting facts emerge 
from a study of twenty-five ships which have been intercepted in 
Palestine waters during the last twelve months. (It should be noted 
that only one of these-was run by the American League for a Free 
Palestine, the rest being Haganah ships). The names of five mon are 
connected with no fewer than sevonteen of these shipse Three are 
Greeks, one is Italian, and one is stateless. The past of these men 
is not edifying, one of them, for example, having been deported from 
Palestine in 1940 for helping enemy agents to lande Typical of the 
smart business deals carried out by these men is the caso of the 
corvette ULUA (a Haganah ship). Her gross tonnage was 808, and she 
had 1,598 men, women and children on board when intercepted. (At 
an equivalent density of passengers, the QUEEN ELIZABETH would have 
147,000 on board; but even when jammed full during the war, she 
never carried more than 15,700). As the ULUA neared Palestine, the 
passengers were crowded below decks while hot oil hoses were being 
prepared for the British boarding party and nuts and boits for 
ammunition were being piled on the decks« 


The ULUA was bought from the U,»S, Government in November 1946 
by a Greek, for £18,750, He resold her to an Italian in the ring for 
[51,250, A profit of £12,500 is involved here, There is little 
wonder, therefore, that the American League for a Free Palestine for 
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